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A Letter From 
Our Leadership
To our friends and supporters,

Sixteen years at Vera Court Neighborhood Center, Inc. and each 
day is still exciting and rewarding. Each day our staff make de-
cisions and take actions that have a positive impact on the lives 
of children and families. Every day, we are fortunate to witness 
new growth and opportunity - a student is reading her first 
chapter book, an immigrant is offered a job, a family steps into 
one of our centers for the first time and feels a sense of belong-
ing.

Whenever I see the statistics highlighting the challenges our 
community faces, like the achievement gap, hunger, and unem-
ployment, I remind myself that there are more powerful, uplift-
ing statistics that were made possible by your investment in our 
work: 

• Our past bilingual early childhood program students are 
demonstrating 91% math proficiency and 87% reading profi-
ciency in elementary school.  

• Community members received more than 25,000 healthy 
meals through children’s programming, community meals, and 
a food pantry.

• The 120 children attending our free summer camp avoided 
summer learning losses by participating in hands-on educational 
activities.

 • The 53 Latino adults that completed our new specialized bilingual job 
training program all obtained better employment. 
 
These numbers would not be possible without you. Because of you, more 
than 7,000 of our community members are creating stronger futures. 
And because of your time as volunteers, your guidance as we evolve, and 
your support, we are prepared to take the next step in tackling the issues 
weighing on our community.  In this next year, we will begin the process 
of expanding not one, but both of our neighborhood centers.

From all of us on staff and the board, thank you!

“Because of your time as 

volunteers, your guidance 

as we evolve, and your 

support, we are prepared 

to take the next step in 

tackling the issues weigh-

ing on our community.”

Thomas Solyst,
Executive Director



Agency Overview
Ve ra  C o u r t

N e i g h b o r h o o d  C e n t e r,  I n c .

Bridge Lake Point Waunona Neigh-
borhood Center serves Madison’s 
Southeast side. This center joined 
the Vera Court agency in 2004, and 
it continues to offer specialized ser-
vices developed in response to needs 
in its community. These include a 
food pantry, community meals, a 
bilingual early childhood program, 
enrichment programming for adults, 
and senior programs and services.

Vera Court Neighborhood Center has 
been serving Madison’s Northside 
since 1994. Unique programming 
includes empowerment and mentor-
ship groups for elementary school 
girls and boys, career and college 
prep starting in middle school, and 
high school employment assistance. 
Vera Court also provides translation 
services, connects residents with 
social services and immigration 
assistance, and organizes community 
events like Black History Month and 
Dia de los Muertos.

The Latino Academy of Workforce 
Development has been providing 
bilingual, culturally competent em-
ployment and education services to 
nearly a thousand adults each year 
since it initiated in 2011. Program-
ming includes on-site job training, 
ESL classes, high school GED prepa-
ration and testing, assistance tran-
sitioning into vocational school, and 
long-term job placement. This pro-
gram serves Latino adults through-
out South Central Wisconsin.



My dream is to become a singer or a 
doctor because if I were a doctor, I get 
to help people that are sick and hurt. 

-Jada, age 10

Success Stories
Since I started coming to Vera Court, I have learned how 
to treat people and to give everyone respect. Vera Court 

has helped me achieve my dreams and goals by encourag-
ing me to play sports, work hard, and never give up.

-Mikel, age 11

Since I started coming to Vera 
Court, I have learned to not fight 

and to play fair. And now, I
finish my homework every day.

-Wilson, age 8 Vera Court Neighborhood Center has 
changed my life by helping me learn how 

to write and showing me how to read.
-Andrew, age 9

“

Vera Court has changed my life by taking 
care of me and seeing people working 

hard and never giving up. I’ll never forget 
Vera Court. It will always be in my heart.

-Nicolas, age 8

”

“

“

”

“
“

”
”

”



The first time Karen Burg, age 64, stepped into Bridge Lake Point Waunona Neighbor-
hood Center (BLW) she knew no one. As a newcomer at the BLW mobile food pantry, 
Karen was excited to discover that the center also hosts a weekly community lunch. 
Two years later, the Friday lunch continues to be a special part of her week.

When asked how BLW has impacted her life, Karen says, “I’ve made lasting friend-
ships. I’m happier, and I have something to look forward to.”

Karen explains that diversity is one of the reasons she believes so strongly in BLW. 
“I think it’s a good thing because people need to get along. I learn things because of 
different cultures.”

The Bridge Lake Point Waunona Neighborhood has a strong Latino presence, and 
Karen shares that she has learned Spanish over the years. “Sometimes I will try to 
speak in Spanish.”

As BLW anticipates an expansion in the upcoming year, Karen raves about how excit-
ed she is. “Can we break ground today? I believe they really, really need it. I’m looking 
forward to the new opportunities that are going to come along.”

Monica Guzman Caldwell left her home country of Colombia 17 years ago. She moved to 
the United States after her business closed and has worked hard to survive and rebuild 
her life.

In 2013, she joined Puentes, the Bridge to Technical Careers program at the Latino 
Academy. Shortly after her completion of the program, she applied to be part of the 
team as the WIOA Employment Specialist and got the job.

“I feel so grateful to be a member of the team of the Latino Academy because I will be 
able to help the community to find better jobs and improve their skills to obtain higher 
income.”

Monica provides bilingual assistance to people who are unemployed or underemployed 
and connects them with resources to find a good job.

Meet Monica

Meet Karen



70%

36

150
hours of community
service by
middle school
students 

of our middle and 
high school
students increased 
their GPA or
maintained a GPA 
of 3.0 or above

>25,000 nutritious
m e a l s
s e r v e d
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low in
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44
trips to the 
M a d i s o n 
Public Library 

to discover microscopes,
fossils, cells, & nematodes

trips to the
Wisconsin Institute
for Discovery (WID)

1,596
hours of 
homework 
help &
tutoring

L AW D
helped
employ

community
members

53



$178,244

$22,981

$408,343 $318,681

$50,957

$64,819

Expenses

Revenue

$317,754.62

$177,419.29

$322,856
$243,054

($17,055.38)

$34,000

$2,454.60

Financial Overview

$1,080,483.13

$1,044,025

81 cents of every dollar is directly 
spent on serving the community
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Thank You, Donors
DIAMOND SUPPORTER
($10,000+)
Attic Angel Associaiton
Blackhawk Church
Capital Times Kid Fund
Community Development Block
Fit Youth Initiaive
Madison Community Foundation
Madison Community Services
National Council of La Raza
Second Harvest
United Way of Dane County

PLATINUM SUPPORTER
($5,001-$10,000)
Dane County
Madison Rotary Foundation

GOLD SUPPORTER
($1,001-$5,000)
Alliant Energy Foundation
Altrusa International, Inc. of Madison
American Family Insurance
Benedictine Life Foundation at Holy
 Wisdom Monastery
By Youth For Youth (BYFY)
Department of Public Instruction
Door Creek Church
Evjue Foundation
Epic

SILVER SUPPORTER
($501-$1 ,000)
Doug & Beckie Strub
Ken & Nancy Ragland
Marc & Astric Vaccaro

BRONZE SUPPORTER  
(up to $500)
Ann Wenzel
Anton & Susan Arneson
Antoniewicz-Taylor Family Fund
Art Stauffacher
Benjamin Stein
Best Buds Landscaping
Beth Torrison
Bradley & Renee Dahlk
Bridget Pirsch
Carol & Mark Cullen
Carol Samuel
Christopher Vandall
Chuck Stonecipher

Clara Barbosa
Constance & William Clune
Corinda Rainey-Moore
Dan & Laura Wyatt
Dan Takkunen
Dana & Patricia Chabot
Dan & Teresa Presser
Daniel Torrison
David Krause
Deb Griffith
Debra Deppeler
Derek Metzger
Dick Hansen
Don Bruns
Dorothy & Cosmas Hoffman
Dorothy Borchardt
Elizabeth Ulanski
Ellis & Susan Bauman
Emily Braun
Erika Torrison
Evonna Cheetham
Excellence in Dentistry
Frank & Peggy Siegel
Frederick Nothnagel
Gail & Phillip Allison
Garry & Tia Bunz
Gary Miller
George & MJ Austin
Hammons Apartment
 Rentals LLC
Hathaway Dilba
Hawk’s Bar and Grill
Holly Brietrick

Hans & Elizabeth Johnson
Madison Gas & Electric (MG&E)
Madison South Rotary Foundation
Magic Pebble Foundation
Ron Stern
Theda and Tamblin Clark Smith
 Family Foundation
Target Corporation
WPS Charitable Foundation
Wisconsin Literacy Network



BRONZE SUPPORTER 
cont.
James Reeb Unitarian Church
Jan Froelich
Janice Watson
Jeanne Parus
Jennifer Norr
John & Anita Weier
Johnny Winston
Johnson Block and Company
 Inc.
Joseph & Stacy Soderholm
Joshua & Helena Cook
Juan Jose Lopez
Karen Crossly
Karen Herrea
Kathleen & Stephen Rothering
Katie Kazan
Kay Lange
Keith & Emily Meyer
Laredo’s Restaurant
Leon Miller
Lesleigh Luttrell
Linda Finger
Lions Eye Bank
Lois & Gary Sater
Lucinda Krueger
Madonna Binkowski
Marcia Anderson
Marcia Kraus
Margaret Thomas
Martha Vukelich-Austin
Mary Caulfield
Matthew Reetz
Melissa Burchell
MG & BK Eaves
Michael & Kathleen Laskis

Michael Patenaude
Michael Vena
Mike Hughes
MMG Law
Mona Johnson
Nathaniel Ellis
New Cardinal LLC
Northside Animal Hospital
Pamela & Stephen Cross-Leone
Pamela Benish
Patricia Reis
Patrick Schrank
Peter & Mary Plane
Phil & Ginger Hinderaker
Randy Charles
Ray Evert
Reinhart
Richard Hause
Robert & Jane Salinger
Robert Ferraro & Melinda Lewis
Robert Lange
Ross Shrago
Sally Bowers & Howard Fenton
Sally Kraus
Sam Crossley
Sandy Gunderson
Sudie Burnham
Susan Hoffman
Susan Keyes
Taqueria Guadlajara LLC
Thomas & Karen Huismann
Tim McIlwain
Tom & Sue Ela
Tom & Joyce Hirsch
Tom & Kathy Tarpey
Tom McMahan
Tracy Jones

Trena Anderson
UNIDOS Against Domestic
 Violence, Inc.
UW Credit Union
VNC Vending, Inc.
Winifred Burkhalter
Wisc Lindleigh

Thank you for contributing to-
ward our mission of offering 

growth and enrichment opportu-
nities to neighborhood residents 
that reflect the changing needs, 
strengths, and diversity of our 
community through education, 

employment, and empowerment. 
We invite you to come visit and 

see our work in action, give one of 
our students a high five, and learn 

more about how your contribu-
tions, either in-kind or monetarily, 

can build strong communities.
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